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20th Birthday Celebrations 
   The celebrations took place on the weekend of Saturday 31st 
August/Sunday 1st September, but the main events were held on 
Saturday.  Visitors were given free entry to the museum and it is 
estimated that over 300 people took advantage of this offer. 
 
   The weather was fine so in addition to the museum exhibits, visi-
tors could view the Military Vehicle Display, watch or join in with 
the 1940s Dance Troupe and sing along with the Market Harbor-
ough Ukulele Group who played a selection of popular 1940s 
songs. 
 
   After the museum closed to visitors, members of Harrington 
Aviation Museum Society and invited guests tucked into generous 
helpings of hog roast, with apple sauce and various other trim-
mings on the side. 
 
  The meal was topped off with a slice off the magnificent birthday 
cake made by Sue Taylor, wife of museum stalwart, Keith.  The 
festivities were rounded off with a collection for the charity Help for 
Heroes that raised £116.00 
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Dancing 1940s style 

Audience participation 
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We’re sitting this one out 

Swing that gal! 
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More swinging 

The Market Harborough Ukulele Group play and sing 1 940s favourites 
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   On the 21st June 1945, 9 (P) AFU was disbanded 
and 64 pupils were sent to No. 5 (P) AFU  at Tern 
Hill in Shropshire and Errol was then placed on a 
Care and Maintenance order under the control of 
RAF Montrose.  The last RAF aircraft to land at Errol 
was a Wellington bomber that had developed en-
gine trouble on a flight from Dalcross (now Inver-
ness Airport) in August 1945. No. 260 Maintenance 
Unit  used the hangars for storing equipment from 
July 1945 until they were disbanded in June 1948. 
 
 
   RAF Errol was originally intended to be used as a 
fighter base. It was constructed with three concrete 
runways, five T1 hangars and 13 blister hangers 
sited at dispersal areas around the perimeter.  By 
1983 there was only one T1 hanger remaining, and 
the Control Tower was in a very poor state of repair. 
 

First powered aircraft flight story 
   For a few years there was a story told that Errol 
was the site of the first powered aircraft flight to 
have taken place in Scotland, in the summer of 
1903.  The story begins with eyewitness claims that 
this flight was made by Preston Watson, who at that 
time was 22 years old.  This story was started some 
fifty years after the supposed flight took place by 
James Watson, the brother of Preston. 
 
   In 1955 James Watson wrote an article that was 
published in the December issue of the magazine 
Aeronautics, that stated the 1903 flight had been 
made in an un-powered glider. 
 
 
 

Sources: ‘Action Stations No.7 Military Airfields of Scotland, the 
North East and Northern Ireland’ by David J. Smith. Published by 
Patrick Stephens Ltd. 
 
‘High Ground Wrecks’ by David J. Smith. A Midland Counties 
Publication 1989 Revised Edition. 

   A few weeks ago I was speaking to my museum 
co-worker, Keith Taylor, and mentioned a visit that I 
made to an airfield in Scotland to watch a free-fall 
parachute display.  The airfield was Errol, on the 
banks of the River Tay, and I asked Keith about the 
role that RAF Errol played during WWII. 
 

Keith has written a brief history of Errol from 1942 to 
1948.  FW. 
 

RAF Errol, Scotland 
 
   Errol airfield is situated approximately halfway be-
tween Perth and Dundee, two miles north east of Errol 
village, on the B958. Today, RAF Errol is home to 
Paragon Skydiving Club and also hosts regular car 
boot sales, but during WWII it had a much more im-
portant role.   
 
   RAF Errol came into service on the 1st August 1942 
with the arrival of Number 9 (P) AFU , ((Pilot) Ad-
vanced Flying Unit) who transferred from Hullaving-
ton, Wiltshire. They were equipped with Miles Mas-
ters , Hawker  Hurricanes , Fairey  Swordfish  and 
Fairey  Albacores , used for the training of Royal Navy 
Fleet Air Arm pilots.  In May 1943 they acquired two 
Fairey  Baracudas  for conversion training and in Sep-
tember 1944 the Miles  Masters  were replaced by the 
more popular North American  Harvard MK II . 
 

   On 1st January 1943, No. 305 FTU (Ferry Training 
Unit) was formed to train 20 Russian aircrews to fly  
Armstrong Whitworth Albemarle  bombers back to 
the Soviet Union.  One other crew was trained to fly a 
Mk IV de Haviland  Mosquito, DK 296 , back to Rus-
sia.  On the 27th April 1943 two Albermarls left Errol 
for Kalyazan and one was reported missing en route. 
Albemarle  P1503  crashed near Kenmore (Loch Tay 
area), killing the Russian crew on the 29th April 1943. 
Once the Albemarles arrived at their destination, most 
were stripped of the two Hercules engines as these 
were more valuable to the Russians than the com-
plete aircraft. (See separate article on the Albemarle 
later in this edition.) 
 
   The Armstrong Whitworth A.W.38 Whitley  was 
one of three British twin-engine, front line medium 
bomber types in service with the Royal Air Force at 
the outbreak of the Second World War. It later proved 
to be useful as a glider tug. On the 6th August 1943, 
two Whitley bombers arrived at Errol from Kirkbride 
each towing a glider.  This was Operation Tyndall, a 
ploy to trick the Germans into thinking that some kind 
of invasion was being planned. 
 
   In March 1944 Errol became the base for the pack-
ing and air-dropping of supplies that would service the 
needs of 5,000 infantry for twelve hours.  For this mis-
sion, six Dakotas of No. 271 Sqn.  were used. Also in 
March 1944, No. 9 (P) AFU  was split into four flights. 
A & B Flights remained at Errol, while C & D Flights 
went to No. 2 Group  at Findo. RAF Errol 1943 
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Remembrance Sunday 10 November 2013 
 
On a sunny if chilly Sunday morning a large group of people from as far away as Northampton gathered at 
the Carpetbagger Memorial for the annual Service of Remembrance.  This year, the service was conducted 
by Mrs Valerie Clayton, the wife of one of our members, Ron Clayton. 
 
At five minutes to eleven Mrs Clayton addressed the assembly and then at 11 am we all observed two min-
utes silence in memory of  fallen comrades. After the laying of wreaths, Mrs Clayton made a final address 
and most of those present then made their way to the museum were light refreshment was available. 
 
The lay-by on the road in front of the memorial has been in a poor state of repair for a long time so we were 
surprised but pleased when, three days before the service, a gang of workers arrived to carry out repairs.  
They dug up all the old road material, laid a substantial foundation and finished it off with a superb tarmac 
surface. 
 
So, for the first time in many years visitors can alight from their vehicle without stepping into a puddle. 

Mrs. Valerie Clayton 
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A peaceful sunny Remembrance Sunday 

Wreaths from left to right, laid on behalf of: 
 

Harrington Parish Council,  801/492 BG,  Harrington  Aviation Museum  
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The refurbished lay-by 

A good turn out 
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Five members of the committee on parade. Keith, Cli ve, Ron, Fred and Roy 

L to R,  Mr John Wiggins, at 95 the oldest ex-servi ceman on parade, his niece Susan, 
and Mr John Hunt a benefactor of the Carpetbagger M useum 
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EDITORIAL 
 

   As we approach the close of another year in 
which visitor numbers held up very well the volun-
teers who run the Carpetbagger Museum can take 
satisfaction in a job well done. There are now quite 
a few more adults and children who know what a 
vital contribution the Carpetbaggers made to the war 
effort from 1943 to 1945.  
 
   In addition to the normal weekend and Bank Holi-
day visitors, there were visits by 26 separate organi-
sations including schools, scouts, historical socie-
ties, ex- service organisations, ACE Tours and 
Travel Editions, (both War Interest groups) and we 
also hosted four separate Vintage and Classic Car 
events.  
 
   These visits added another 543 adults and 119 
children to the visitor numbers. The museum’s 20th 
birthday weekend resulted in approximately a further 
300 visitors. A very successful year, in spite of the 
start of the new season being delayed for a week by 
heavy snow fall. 
 
   Sadly, we lost one of our long-serving volunteers 
when Barry Cooper died suddenly in March, but we 
are pleased that his widow, Joan, is remaining in 
touch with our society and attended both the mu-
seum birthday celebrations and the Annual Christ-
mas Dinner.  
 
The first health casualty of the year was Graham 
West who had a mild stroke in February, but has 
made a good recovery. In mid September, another 
of the stalwart volunteers, Ted Nieszwic, suffered a 
moderate stroke from which he is now recovering 
quite well.  
 
   Then two weeks later our Chairman, Ron Clarke, 
had a mini heart attack, but he too seems to be back 
to his normal cheery self; he was in good form at the 
Christmas Dinner. 
 
    On a brighter note, we were fortunate to recruit a 
new volunteer, Mike Keyte.  Mike joined us early in 
the autumn and proved his worth when we had 
school and scout group visits.  
 
   He quickly learned how we handle these groups 
and in addition to helping with the conduct of the 
quiz that the children complete, he prepared the cer-
tificates that are awarded to the winning team. 
(Certificates are normally completed by Ron Clarke.) 
 
  It only remains for me to wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year.  
And remember, you too could become a jolly volun-
teer at the Carpetbagger Museum!                                                           
 

FW. 

John Wiggins  

   On  Sunday 10th November 2013, after the Re-
membrance Service, many guests returned to the 
museum for light refreshments. Amongst them 
were John and his niece Susan South. 
 
   A few days before the service John’s niece 
Susan, had contacted me to say that the 10th was 
John’s 95th birthday and asked if she could present 
him with a birthday cake.  And so we made John 
the guest of honour, and with Susan’s help, I was 
able to give the other guests a brief history of 
John’s Second World War exploits. 
 
   John Wiggins joined the British Army in February 
1940 at the age of 22 years.  He was inducted into 
the Royal Engineers and started his basic training 
in Norfolk where he met Ronald Searle, (artist and 
cartoonist of St. Trinians fame) who remained a life 
long friend until his death in December 2011. 
 
   The Royal Engineers laid sea mines from Cromer 
to Yarmouth before moving up to Scotland for a few 
weeks training. Back in England, they worked on 
Salisbury Plain installing gun emplacements and 
camouflage. Sent back to Scotland, John and his 
comrades embarked on an American cruise ship 
and were told that they were going to the Middle 
East. 
 
   Much to their surprise, the first port of call was 
Halifax Nova Scotia!  It is not clear whether or not 
the ships captain had been told that this was a mili-
tary mission or a normal cruise, but next stop was 
Jamaica then on to South Africa where they spent 
a week or so visiting Cape Town and Mombassa,  
 
   Under weigh again, the ship was about to turn left 
into the Red Sea when the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbour and all on board were told that their 
destination was now Singapore, 
 

Continued on page 11 

Honouring an Old Soldier 
 

By FW 
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   John and his friends disembarked at Singapore 
and the ship promptly sailed off to the Middle East—
taking all their equipment and personal kit with it!  
They were left standing on the  quay with only the 
clothes on their back. 
 
   They had no time to worry about any of this as 
they soon found themselves up country laying 
mines and demolishing bridges (and a few Japa-
nese soldiers) before being forced to return to Sin-
gapore.  After a last stand, with no hope of re-
enforcements or further supplies, in 1942 they sur-
rendered to the Japanese. 

 
   John spent the remainder of the war along with 
Ronald Searl and hundreds of others, in Changi 
prison finally being released in August 1945. He 
eventually arrived back in Britain just in time for his 
27th birthday and spent some time on ’rest and re-
cuperation’ at Lilford Hall near Oundle, that from 
1943 to 1945 was an American military hospital. 
 
   On his release from Lilford Hall, John returned to 
live with his mother in Scaldwell, about five miles 
from Harrington.  After his mother died in 1946, 
John moved to Slade Farm, Harrington to live with 
his brother Henry and sister-in-law Vera. 
 
   John married in 1955 and with his new wife 
moved back to Scaldwell, where he still lives with 
his youngest daughter. 
 
   We hope that John attends many more Remem-
brance Services and we will make sure he always 
has some birthday cake afterwards. 
 
 
 
Note.   
 
Lilford Hall was home to the 303rd Station Hospital. 
 
It opened in September 1943 as a 750 bed hospital 
to provide medical attention to wounded men return-
ing from combat at Molesworth Air Base (303rd 
Bombardment Group H).  It was extended to a 1500 
bed unit after D Day. 
 
Lilford Hall also provided medical services to Pole-
brook and Grafton Underwood Air Bases. 
 
 
For full details use the web address below. 
 
 
http://www.lilfordhall.com/American-History-Links.asp 
 
 

THE ARMSTRONG WHITWORTH ALBE-
MARLE 

 
By Keith Taylor 

 
   This twin-engine reconnaissance bomber started 
life as the Bristol Type 155 designed to Air Ministry 
Specification B. 18/38.  Responsibility for the de-
sign was then transferred to Armstrong Whitworth 
to become the A.W. 41 Albemarle, fitted with Her-
cules engines instead of the planned Taurus type. 
First flight was on March 20th 1940. 
 
   The original concept was to create a bomber that 
could be produced from non-strategic materials us-
ing around a thousand sub-contractors outside the 
normal aircraft production industry. It was decided 
to use composite wood and steel construction, 
thereby freeing up the aircraft industry for more im-
portant work.  This turned out to be a big mistake 
as the sub-contractors had trouble working to the 
fine tolerances required by the air industry.  The 
various components were sent to A W 
Hawksley Ltd at Brockworth, Glos. (a subsidiary of 
the Hawker group) for assembly.  It has been said, 
with some justification, that the Albemarle was an 
aircraft with no real pedigree, produced from scrap, 
by amateurs. 

 Albemarle in the airborne role  

   The two prototypes, P-1360 an P-1361 went to 
the Aeroplane and Armament Experimental Estab-
lishment (A & AEE) for trials where the test pilot de-
scribed the general performance as poor and disap-
pointing, and when operating at full load it was even 
worse.  Difficulties were experienced when attempt-
ing to load bombs, so it was seldom used for bomb-
ing raids. In spite of these problems, the Albemarle 
was used fairly successfully as a glider tug, by the 
Special Operations Executive, and for paratrooper 
transport. (It could carry 10 seated and had an exit 
hatch in the floor. This was rather small and a per-
son wearing full kit had some difficulty in getting 
through.) At least 600 Albemarles eventually en-
tered service. 

Continued on page 12 
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   One of the dangerous characteristics of the 
Albemarle was a tendency to suddenly drop the 
nose on leaving the ground. This could happen 
just as the pilot was reaching down to an awk-
wardly placed lever by his right ankle that re-
tracted the undercarriage.  This lever was se-
cured by a safety catch that had to be held over 
to the right while the pilot was pulling on the lever 
and he was therefore in a position where he had 
no view through the windscreen.  
 
   Albemarle flights to Gibraltar began on the 9th 
January 1943 and Albemarle deliveries began to 
the Heavy Glider Conversion Unit at Hurn, where 
No. 296 Sqn. was carrying out leaflet dropping 
missions. 
 
   The Albemarle glider tugs were first used op-
erationally by No. 296 and No. 297 Squadrons of 
No. 38 Wing during the invasion of Sicily in July 
1943. Then on D-Day 6th June 1944, six Albemar-
les from Harwell acted as Pathfinders for the 6th 
Airborne Division, dropping men of the 22nd Inde-
pendent Parachute Company.   
 
   Later, four squadrons of Albemarles towed 
Horsa gliders to France. In September 1944 two 
Albemarle Squadrons of No. 38 Group towed glid-
ers of the 1st Airborne Division to Arnhem. 
 
   Although the Albemarles presented quite a few 
problems for pilots, they nevertheless made a 
valuable contribution to winning the war. 

  A Good Question!  
 
 Below is a question that was received by 
Roy and is followed by his response. 
 

Dear Mr/ Mrs 

I was wondering if you could 
send me some information of 
what an airfield actually is, it 
would be much appreciated.  

Thank You. 
 
An interesting question - what is an airfield? 
  
You could ask the question what is the difference be-
tween an airfield, aerodrome, airport, air base, air-
strip, and landing field? 
  
The Collins dictionary definition of an airfield is "a 
place where aircraft can land and take off" 
  
The Collins dictionary definition of an aerodrome is "a 
small airport" 
  
The Collins dictionary definition of an airport is "a land-
ing and taking off area for civil aircraft, with facilities 
for aircraft maintenance and passenger arrival and 
departure" 
  
The Collins dictionary definition of an air base is "a 
centre from which military aircraft operate" 
  
The Collins dictionary definition of an airstrip is "a 
cleared area for the landing and taking off of aircraft" 
  
So, now you know it all, and don’t forget it! 

 

No Nativity This Year   

   The Lord Chancellor has decreed that due to unfore-
seen circumstances, there will not be a nativity play in 
10 Downing Street during this year’s Christmas festivi-
ties.  

   This is not for any religious or constitutional reason, 
they simply have not been able to find three wise men 
and a virgin in the Palace of Westminster.  

   There was however no problem finding enough 
asses to fill the stable!  

‘Tis the season toTis the season toTis the season toTis the season to be jolly, fa la la  be jolly, fa la la  be jolly, fa la la  be jolly, fa la la 
laa, la la la laalaa, la la la laalaa, la la la laalaa, la la la laa 

Top speed: 265 mph/426 km/h 
 
Length: 59 feet/18 m 
 
Wingspan: 74.5 feet/23 m 
 
First flight: March 20, 1940 
 
Manufacturer: Armstrong Whitworth Aircraft 
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On the 3rd December 2013 a new memorial commemorati ng the work of women 
agents during World War II was unveiled at Tempsfor d by His Royal Highness 
Prince Charles, Prince of Wales. 
 
The museum did not receive an official invitation t o attend, but committee member 
Clive Bassett went along and later sent us the foll owing photographs. 

The Prince of Wales unveils the memorial 

Continued on page 14 



Memorial Website    www.tempsfordmemorial.co.uk 
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Tania Szabo pointing to her mother’s name on the me morial 

Tania when she visited the  
museum in September 

2013 
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On Monday 2nd December, HAMS members gathered at th e Bull’s Head, Arthingworth, for the annual 
Christmas Dinner.  Below is the evidence of the jol lifications!  
 

A few words from the Chairman, Ron Clarke, 
 followed by the toast to ‘Absent Friends’ 

Vera is presented with a bouquet of flowers for  
organising the event 

Joan Cooper had the most winning raffle tickets 
(though she didn’t claim very many prizes) but  

didn’t fancy this…... 

…...and neither did Ian 

‘Take the chocolates’ ……..and she did Clive wondering whether to eat the last mince pie 

At the end of the evening all agreed that it had be en a good night out and a nice warm up for other Ch rist-
mas parties yet to come.  How many will make a New Year resolution to lose weight……….and quickly 
forget it? 
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THE CARPETBAGGER CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
 

Compiled by Graham West 
 
1 What was the original anti-submarine squadron number 
 

2 Name their airfield in Devon 
 

3 Where did they go to briefly in Norfolk 
 

4 The squadrons were posted here in March 1944 
 

5 What name was given to the bell tent area 
 

6 Which aircraft was used to drop agents and supplies 
 

7 At height of operations how many people were at station 179 
 

8 What type of night could only be used initially for supply drops 
 

9 The American Intelligence Dept. was known as…The office - -  
 

10 Who was the Department head for this office 
 

11 Which aircraft was landed in fields for the above dept. 
 

12 Who first landed this aircraft in occupied France 
 

13 Red stocking missions used this aircraft  
 

14 What was the first radio navigation aid used on a mission 
 

15”Did she say this in a bath”? which location system 
 

16 Which RAF unit used Harrington as a satellite field 
 

17 When did the RAF officially hand the airfield to the USAAF 
 

18 From Leuchars where did operation Sonnie fly to 
 

19 Which fast aircraft dropped agents into Germany 
 

20 How many agents were dropped by the 492/801 group 
 

21 Why was a silk code sheet preferred by agents when being searched 
 

22 How many gallons of fuel were airlifted in September 1944 
 

23 Approx. how far from the dropzone were leaflets dropped 
 

24 Where was the main parachute container packing station 
 

25 What was the British version of OSS  called 
 

26 Who was the group liaison officer at Harrington for the OSS 
 

27 Which turret was removed to create the “joe”hole in a B24 
 

28 What code name was given to supply drops in Norway 
 

29 Which officers’ sword is displayed in the museum 
 

30 In which year was the museum opened 
 
* Spot the deliberate mistake.  (Letters to the editor.) 
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Off Lamport Road 
Harrington 

Northamptonshire 
NN6 9PF 

HARRINGTON AVIATION MUSEUMS 

Phone: 01604 686608 
 

Email: cbaggermuseum@aol.com 

Wer’e on the Web! 
www.

harringtonmuseum.
org.uk    

 

A Merrry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year to One and 

All 

Quiz Answers; 
1 22nd Sqdn,  
2 Dunkerswell  
3 Watton  
4 RAF Harrington/Station 179 
5 Tent City, 
6 B24 Liberator,  
7 Approx.3000 personnel  
8 Moonlit nights  
9 The Office of  Strategic Services 
10 William “Wild Bill” Donovan   
11 Dakota 
12 Col.Clifford Heflin  
13 Mosquito  
14 Gee set, 
15 Rebecca/Eureka 
16 84 Operational training unit (OTU) Desborough  
17 1st April 1944 
18 Bromma airport Stockholm Sweden 
19 A26 Invader,  
20 556, 
21 It did not rustle if sewn into the lining of a coat  
22 822790 galls. 
23 30 miles,  
24 Holme,  
25 Special Operations Executive  
26 Lt.Sullivan 
27 The Ball Turret,  
28 Operation Ball,  
29 Col.Fish,  
30 1993 


